
MINUTES OF THE JUNE 21, 2022 
MEETING OF THE 

WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD POLICY COMMITTEE 

June 21, 2022 
 
1. Opening Items 
 
1.01 Call to Order 

 
The meeting of the Board Policy Committee was called to order at 11:56 a.m. The meeting 
was conducted in the Board Room of the Central Administration Building, located at 425 
East Ninth Street in Reno, Nevada. 
 
1.02 Roll Call 

 
President Angela Taylor and Board Members Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, 
Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, and Beth Smith were present. Superintendent Kristen 
McNeill, Chief General Counsel Neil Rombardo, and staff were also present. 
 
2. Items for Presentation, Discussion, and/or Possible Action  
 
2.01 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MAY 17, 2022 BOARD POLICY 
COMMITTEE MEETING (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
 
It was moved by Trustee Rodriguez and seconded by Trustee Minetto that the Board 
Policy Committee approves the minutes of the May 17, 2022 Board Policy 
Committee meeting. The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, 
Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela 
Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.02 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 6800, 
SPECIAL EDUCATION - SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY 
LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL  
 
Jennifer Van Tress, Area Superintendent, Office of School Leadership, presented the 
proposed revisions of Board Policy 6800, Special Education. The majority of the revisions 
were formatting updates and language clarifications. The definition of “achievement gap” 
was removed because it is no longer in alignment with the response to intervention (RTI) 
process when identifying students with disabilities. The reference to the teacher 
evaluation process in the definition section of the policy was also removed because it 
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belongs with Human Resources, and it is not limited to Special Education. The wording 
of the policy was made more succinct. 
 
Trustee Mayberry pointed out the reference to professional learning focusing on inclusive 
practices in section 3a on page three of the policy and asked what that entails. Ms. Van 
Tress replied that inclusive practices concerns how students with disabilities are included 
throughout their entire school career. She used the examples of including students in 
music performances, recess, physical education, library, and science classes to the fullest 
extent possible. She explained that Special Education works with the Curriculum, 
Instruction & Assessment Department and they have created a program for the Music 
Department, as well as training for learning facilitators and Special Education teachers. 
President Taylor asked if there were any specific areas of concern in Special Education. 
Ms. Van Tress cited the music programs and teachers from Marvin Picollo School working 
with general education teachers to find ways to make music more inclusive, as well as 
giving Special Education students the opportunity to learn in other areas. 
 
Trustee Smith asked about the definition of “least restrictive environment (LRE)” on page 
one of the policy that refers to students with disabilities receiving their education with 
nondisabled peers and not being removed from regular classes “to the maximum extent 
appropriate.” She noted that some learning environments are exclusive to students that 
are “differently abled” and other environments are blended to include both “typically 
abled” and “differently abled” students and asked for clarification on this. Ms. Van Tress 
explained that this is clarified in the administrative regulations and the LRE is also 
determined by the Individual Education Program (IEP) team who determines whether a 
service is able to be provided in a general education setting. If a student’s needs cannot 
be met entirely in a general education setting, the IEP team determines the time and 
level of services needed in another setting. She gave the example of students needing  
specially designed instruction such as “discreet trial training” that may not be appropriate 
in a general education setting but would be better in self-contained Strategies, 
Comprehensive Life Skills (CLS), or Social Intervention Programs (SIP). She added that 
they strive to have students in Tier 1 instruction, but they need to have the skills in place 
to be successful in a general education setting.  
 
It was moved by Trustee Mayberry and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez that the Board 
Policy Committee forward the proposed revisions of Board Policy 6800, Special 
Education, to a future regular meeting of the Board of Trustees for 
Consideration of preliminary approval. The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass 
(Yea: Jeff Church, Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth 
Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.03 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 7086, 
SCHOOL CLOSURE, SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY 
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LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Adam Searcy, Chief Facilities Management Officer, presented the proposed revisions of 
Board Policy 7086, School Closure. The revisions were to update formatting and clarify 
language and there were no significant changes. 
 
Trustee Church commented that this policy could be eliminated or consolidated into 
another policy. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Rodriguez and seconded by Trustee Minetto that the Board 
Policy Committee forward the proposed revisions of Board Policy 7086, School 
Closure, to a future regular meeting of the Board of Trustees for Consideration 
of preliminary approval. The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff 
Church, Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, 
and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.04 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 7100, 
CAPITAL PROJECTS AND FACILITIES MANAGEMENT, SPECIFICALLY TO 
UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Trustee Mayberry left the meeting at 12:13 p.m. 
 
Adam Searcy, Chief Facilities Management Officer, presented the proposed revisions of 
Board Policy 7100, Capital Projects and Facilities Management. The Purpose statement 
was clarified. Section 1a on page one of the policy references the Board evaluating school 
facility needs on an annual basis using the 5-year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) and 
lists a program of projects within categories. The language “in priority order” was 
removed here. In section 1b the list of specific planning documents was removed because 
it was not an all-inclusive list. In section 1c antiquated terminology and committee names 
were removed. Language was modified in section 1d from Board review “at each major 
phase of the design process” to “prior to initiating the design phase and again prior to 
initiating the construction phase of each major project.” Section 2a ii on page three of 
the policy was removed because the language was restrictive with regard to school grade 
configurations. On page four of the policy, the paragraph entitled Capital Funding was 
deleted and a reference to Board Policy 9405, Capital Projects/Bond Oversight, was added 
to the Legal Requirements and Associated Documents section of the policy.  
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Trustee Church asked why there is no reference to the Capital Funding Protection 
Committee (CFPC) in the policy. Mr. Searcy explained that the CFPC is established and 
governed by Board Policy 9405, Capital Projects/Bond Oversight. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Nicolet and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez that the Board 
Policy Committee forward the proposed revisions of Board Policy 7100, Capital 
Projects and Facilities Management, to a future regular meeting of the Board 
of Trustees for Consideration of preliminary approval. The result of the vote was 
Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth 
Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.05 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 7120, 
COMMUNITY USE OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES, SPECIFICALLY TO 
UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL  
 
Adam Searcy, Chief Facilities Management Officer, presented the proposed revisions of 
Board Policy 7120, Community Use of School Buildings and Facilities. The primary 
changes to the policy were formatting, minor clarifications, and streamlining of verbiage, 
with no material changes. 
 
President Taylor noted that if community groups want to use a school facility there must 
be someone present at the school that is affiliated with the school. 
 
Trustee Nicolet asked for an explanation of “tiered system” referred to in section 6c on 
the bottom of page three of the policy. Mr. Searcy explained that “tiered-system” is 
established and maintained in the administrative regulations and refers to the fee 
schedule for various activities for distinct parts of school facilities at various times of the 
year. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Rodriguez and seconded by Trustee Nicolet that the Board 
Policy Committee forward the proposed revisions of Board Policy 7120 
Community Use of School Buildings and Facilities, to a future regular meeting 
of the Board of Trustees for Consideration of preliminary approval. The result of 
the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe 
Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.06 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 7110, 
NAMING OF SCHOOLS AND OTHER DISTRICT FACILITIES, TO A FUTURE 
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Megan Downs, Communications Manager, introduced herself for the record. She 
explained that Communications worked with the Office of General Counsel to make minor 
editorial corrections, clarify language, and update formatting. With her was Samantha 
Frederickson, Public Relations Specialist, and Liaison to the School Naming Committee. 
Ms. Frederickson presented some key changes of Board Policy 7110, Naming of Schools 
and other District Facilities. In section 2a on page one of the policy there was a slight 
change regarding public input for potential names to include language about schools, 
facilities, and portions of facilities or schools, as well as school name enhancements. In 
section 2b more guidance was provided regarding Board approved commemorative 
plaques and memorials bringing it more in line with actual practices. Language about 
“portions of schools, and/or facilities” was also added to section 3. 
 
Trustee Smith pointed out section 3b ii on page three of the policy and suggested striking 
the last sentence of this paragraph because it suggests that previous names considered 
but not chosen for a school are guaranteed, by default, to move forward for consideration 
to the next school to be named. She commented that there should be a fresh approach 
when naming each new school. Trustee Smith made a motion to strike the sentence and 
Trustee Church seconded the motion. There was further discussion. President Taylor 
explained the current practice is that the Board gets a list of finalist names and names 
that are not chosen go back to the School Naming Committee for consideration and the 
committee then decides which names are still in the running. Ms. Frederickson added 
that at each meeting of the committee when they have a new school to name, they have 
a list of names that includes finalists not selected from the last school naming. There is 
a standing agenda item where the committee may remove names from the list for a 
particular school. Mr. Rombardo agreed that the last sentence of section 3b ii could be 
removed. He added that both the second and last sentences of the section are 
administrative regulation language and could be deleted without changing the process so 
that it simply states, “The School Naming Committee may adopt a list of names to be 
automatically considered as semi-finalists for future schools.” Trustee Smith amended her 
motion to strike both sentences. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Church to strike the last two 
sentences of section 3b ii on page three of the policy. The result of the vote was 
Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth 
Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
Trustee Smith suggested adding language to section 4 on page four of the policy around 
contacting relatives of people that are no longer living when their name is being 
considered for a school name so that the family can provide feedback. President Taylor 
agreed that if a potential namesake is alive or deceased it should be a part of the process 
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that a reasonable attempt is made to notify them or their next of kin. Ms. Frederickson 
asked for clarification about when in the process such notification would happen, for 
example, everyone nominated or only semi-finalists. Trustee Smith commented that the 
details would be specified in the Administrative Regulation. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez to add a new 
section 4e on page four of the policy to read “reasonable efforts to contact 
family members or next of kin of potential local namesakes..." The result of the 
vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, 
Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
Trustee Smith suggested adding to the administrative guidance in section 4a on page five 
of the policy so that the community is aware of the weighting of the rubric used in name 
selection. She gave the example of a name having a large number of votes but not 
advancing in the process because people did not show up to advocate in person for the 
selection. There was discussion about drafting language around the Administrative 
Regulation including details of the selection process so that it is transparent to the 
community. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez to add language 
to section 4a on page five of the policy to read "and selection process including 
details of the selection rubric." The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: 
Jeff Church, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela 
Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
Trustee Rodriguez referred to page four of the policy where it states that “names of 
District employees shall not be considered while actively employed…, nor for at least two 
years from the last date of employment or death” and asked why this is in the policy. Ms. 
Frederickson commented that this provision has been in the policy from the beginning 
and was most likely to prevent any conflict of interest. Trustee Rodriguez commented 
that he would like to remove this from the policy because there could be a circumstance 
in which the community would like to name a school after a deserving current employee. 
There was discussion on the topic. President Taylor commented that the Board could put 
a moratorium on the policy if needed in the case of special or unusual circumstances. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez that the Board 
Policy Committee forward the proposed revisions of Board Policy 7110, 
Naming of Schools and Other District Facilities, as amended, to a future regular 
meeting of the Board of Trustees for Consideration of preliminary approval. 
The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Ellen Minetto, Diane 
Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion 
Carries. 
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2.07 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 7205, 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY – DATA ACCESS POLICY, SPECIFICALLY TO 
UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Chris Turner, Chief Information Officer, presented the proposed revisions of Board Policy 
7205, Information Technology – Data Access Policy. The policy was lasted updated in 
2014 and the current revisions included removing antiquated language and language 
better suited for administrative regulation, as well as updating formatting. Dr. Turner 
noted that the Purpose of the policy is “mission oriented” and emphasizes that the District 
and employees of the District are data stewards and take that role seriously. Language 
deemed to be more procedure oriented was deleted from the policy and moved to 
administrative regulations and procedures.  
 
Trustee Nicolet asked about the terms “data user” and “data steward” and suggested 
there should be a term for a person such as a teacher or counselor that input data. Dr. 
Turner agreed that the definition of “data user” could be amended to read “an individual 
that has been authorized to input and access data…” Superintendent McNeill pointed out 
that under the definition of “access” it states a user, system, or process is considered to 
have access if it has one or more privileges to “…read or view the data, update, or change 
the existing data, create new data, delete data…” and already gives clear parameters 
about what a user of data can do. There was discussion about adding language to clarify 
that a “data user” can also input data. 
 
Trustee Smith left the meeting at 1:02 p.m. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Nicolet and seconded by Trustee Minetto to amend the 
definition of "access" to read "is the flow of information between a store of 
data and a "data user", system , or process. A "data user", system, or process 
is considered to have access to data…" and under the definition of “data user” 
to add quotations around the word “access.” The result of the vote was Unanimous: 
Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, and Angela Taylor) 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
President Taylor pointed out section 2 on page three of the policy about maintaining 
confidential information and asked if it would be appropriate to add language stating the 
District will only keep data as long as is needed or required by law. Superintendent McNeill 
noted that the length of time data is kept is covered in the Records Retention policy as 
required by state law. Mr. Rombardo added that the District has to follow the state’s 
Records Retention policy at a minimum. President Taylor suggested adding some 



Minutes of the Board Policy Committee 
June 21, 2022 

Pg. 8 
 

language in this section to emphasize its importance. There was discussion about 
wording. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Taylor and seconded by Trustee Church to add a new section 
3 under Policy to read "the District shall retain data no longer than necessary 
and consistent with state and federal law." The result of the vote was Unanimous: 
Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, and Angela Taylor) 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Rodriguez and seconded by Trustee Minetto that the Board 
Policy Committee forward the proposed revisions of Board Policy 7205, 
Information Technology – Data Access Policy, as amended, to a future regular 
meeting of the Board of Trustees for Consideration of preliminary approval. 
The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Jeff Church, Ellen Minetto, Diane 
Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
3. Closing Items 
 
3.01 Public Comment 
  
There was no public comment. 
 
3.02 Announcement of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Board Policy Committee would take place on August 16, 2022. 
 
3.03 Adjourn Meeting 
 
There being no further business to come before the members of the Committee, President 
Taylor declared the meeting adjourned at 1:15 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________     
Angela D. Taylor, President 


